
Asylum Seeker?

Got work permission?

This short guide will help
you to apply for a

National Insurance 
Number



been granted permission to work by the Home
Office; and 
have received a new ARC card

This quick guide is for Asylum Seekers who have: 

 
 
 
 
 

A full guide is available in FIVE LANGUAGES on our
website along with more information on applying for
permission to work:
https://www.lawcentreni.org/how-we-help/your-
questions-answered-2

This process may take up to 8 weeks, we recommend
applying for a National Insurance Number (NINO)
BEFORE you apply for a job.



There is a lot of information there, and a list of ID
documents which may not be relevant to asylum
seekers - you can still apply through this portal

 
 
 
 

www.gov.uk/apply-national-insurance-number

You will be redirected to a page with the title "Before
you Start" with more information about ID documents
- scroll down and hit "Start now"

Go to



 Select 'yes' if you are looking for work, or have an offer of a job
Do you have a Biometric Residence Permit (BRP)?
Asylum Seekers do not have a BRP - they have an Asylum Registration
Card (ARC). If you are unsure, clink the blue link "what is a Biometric
Residence Permit?"

Are you waiting for the result of a visa application? 
Asylum Seekers are waiting for an asylum decision, not a visa application

Do you have a UK residence Card? 
An Asylum Registration Card (ARC) is not a UK residence card

Are you working or looking for work in the UK?

Do you have a certificate of application or a reference
number from the UK Home Office?
You should find a Home Office Reference Number on some of your
paperwork, usually called HO Ref. Or say, “no” if you are unsure – it will
not affect your application

Question Tips
You should answer the questions honestly, as best you can.  
Some questions might be a bit confusing, here is a little
guidance:



What happens next? 

You will be asked to attend an
appointment at the Jobs & Benefits
office to verify your identity

Your National Insurance Number
will be sent to you by post. This
process will take around 8 weeks

After you submit your application:
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What should I do if I experience problems when
applying for a NINO?

Contact the Migration Justice Project at Law
Centre NI

migrationjustice@lawcentreni.org   028 9024 4401
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