
 

 Participant Information Sheet – Young People 

 

 

Hello,  

 

We are a group of researchers from Queen’s University, Belfast. We would like to learn 

more about the school experiences of pupils and families in Northern Ireland who are 

from diverse cultural backgrounds or have moved here from other countries. I would 

like to invite you to take part in this research. Before you make a decision, it is 

important for you to know why the research is being done and what will be done. If you 

say yes to taking part, we will ask you to sign the consent form.  

 

If you think you might like to take part in this research, please read this information 

sheet carefully. It will answer some questions you might have about what we are going 

to do.  

 
 

Why have I been chosen? 
 

Do I have to take part? 

What are you trying to find out? 
 

You have been asked to take part in this 
study because the research team want to 
know what you think about issues in 
education for children from diverse 
cultural backgrounds or who have moved 
to Northern Ireland from another country.   
 

No – it is up to you and your 
parents/carers to decide whether you take 
part. If you want to take part in this 
research, we would like you to talk to 
them about this. If they’re OK with you 
helping us, then we ask you and them to 
sign the consent forms to say you are all 
happy to take part in the research.  
 

We want to ask children and families about their views and experiences of education in 
Northern Ireland. We want to explore topics including how people choose the school they go 
to, what they learn, what they like about school and what they think could be better.  
 
We will be talking to 60 families across Northern Ireland, as well as other adults who work in 
education and for community organisations. You and your parent(s)/carer(s) have been 
invited to take part in an interview. These interviews will take place at a time and place that 
suits you and will be recorded, if you agree. The interviews can be done in English or in 
your home language, with an interpreter present.  



 

 

What will happen to me if I 
take part? 

What if I say yes and then 
change my mind?  
 

Will things I say be kept 
private? 

What do I do if I want to find 
out more? 
 

How do I tell you whether I 
would like to take part in an 
interview? 

We will talk with you about your thoughts 
on topics like what you learn at school, 
making friends, what you like about school 
and what you think could be better. We will 
speak with you before or after your 
parent/carer, in the same place. The 
interview will be with one researcher (a 
woman); another researcher (also a 
woman) will stay in the room, but she will 
not join the conversation.  

As part of the research, we will ask you to 
do some activities like drawing or cutting 
some pictures out of magazines, if you 
would like to. We will bring the pencils and 
magazines with us. The conversation will 
be audio-recorded, if you agree, and will 
last up to an hour. 

As a ‘thank you’ for taking part, you will 
receive a £20 All4One voucher when the 
interview has finished.  

You can change your mind at any time and 
decide not to take part anymore, up until 
we write the report (30th September 2022). 
You don’t even have to give a reason why. 
No one will think any differently of you if 
you pull out of the research or even if there 
are some activities you don’t feel like doing.  
 

You can ask your parents/carers to email 
or call Rebecca who is leading the 
research team. Her email address and 
phone number are on the information sheet 
for your parents/carers.  
 

We have given your parents/carers some 
information too. We would like you to 
discuss this with them. If you would like to 
take part, you and they can complete the 
consent forms that we have attached and 
return these to us using the details we have 
given them. 
 

Yes. Only the research team will hear what 
you say. But if a child protection issue (like 
if a child is at risk of harm) is raised, we will 
have to pass this on to the Gateway 
Service to ensure everyone is kept safe.   
 


