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ESOL NI - E-zine Winter 2025 

 
Section 1: General Education opportunities to ESOL learners 
Section 2: News and Updates - ESOL sector (teachers/volunteers) 
and stakeholders in Northern Ireland  
 

1. General Education opportunities to ESOL learners 

 
• List of ESOL community classes by postcode – compiled by community 

volunteers – from January 2025: 

See list enclosed (Word document), with thanks to Johanne Martin and Angela 

Russell       

Alternatively, you can check the ESOL NI website directory of ESOL classes via the 

QR code below: 

 

(weblink) 

• Belfast Met Winter Warmer Campaign – for students enrolled in the 

Belfast Met courses only: 

 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
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FREE breakfast or lunch every day for students who participate across all campuses 

until funds are exhausted. Through the daily Winter Warmer Campaign Information 

Briefing, we also hope to raise awareness of initiatives and schemes that may be of 

help to our students at this time.  

Starting on 18th February 2025 - Registration opens at 8:00am and closes at 

1:00pm Daily – link sent to all students via email. 

• To avoid food wastage, please only apply for your voucher if you intend 

to use it.   

• All students who register will be e-mailed their £6 Voucher to their Belfast Met 

e-mail account for use the following day.   

• Your voucher is ONLY valid at the College Café/eatery you have indicated on 

the submitted form, as this will be where your details have been recorded.  

• You MUST present your voucher to the catering staff before ordering your 

food and again at the tills.  

• There will be no change given, so students are requested to optimise their £6 

spend.   

• Disrespect shown to staff members at the tills will not be tolerated. 

Disrespectful behaviour is a breach of our Student Code of Conduct and 

students who do disrespect staff will be reported and subject to Student 

Disciplinary Sanction.   

• If you need any help with applying for the scheme or accessing your student 

e-mail account, you can call into your campus Students Union where a 

member of staff will be happy to assist.  

Please send us your feedback on how it is helping you or how we could 

improve to:  StudentsUnion@belfastmet.ac.uk  

• The King’s Trust – Development Fund opportunity to students from a 

refugee background: 

Reminder! 

The King’s Trust offers grants of up to £500 available for NEET young people 

who need to fund a course fee, course equipment, clothing for a job, travel cards to 

college etc. 

 

This is open to ages 16-30. Refugees are eligible but unfortunately, they cannot offer 

these to asylum seekers. 

Please see enclosed flyer (PDF document) for more information       

https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/profile-form (weblink) 

 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
mailto:StudentsUnion@belfastmet.ac.uk
https://www.kingstrust.org.uk/how-we-can-help/profile-form
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• Queen’s University – ESOL informal classes (face-to-face): 

See below link to QUB’s ESOL Informal Classes document via the ‘Our Path To 

Sanctuary’ webpage, at the very top of the page: 

Our Path To Sanctuary | Public engagement | Queen's University Belfast (weblink) 

• GEMS NI, on behalf of Belfast City Council, offers a new programme 

called Future Forward: 

The aim of the Programme is to connect professionally qualified refugees in the 

Belfast area with a local professional from their area of expertise to enable the 

development of a mentoring relationship – the idea being that they can work together 

to overcome barriers to employment.  See attached a couple of slides to illustrate 

(PowerPoint document). 

The pilot is due to start soon. If you, or someone you know, would like to participate 

– either as a mentor or a mentee - please contact John Orsi at GEMS NI. He’ll be 

able to give you more information -  John.G2C@gemsni.org.uk. 

 

2. News and Updates - ESOL sector (teachers/volunteers) and 

stakeholders in Northern Ireland 

 

• Ramadan resources and links for ESOL teachers and volunteers: 

Classroom resources for Ramadan - 

https://www.esolcourses.com/topics/ramadan.html (weblink) 

https://www.esolqueen.co.uk/2021/03/easter-and-ramadan-resources.html (weblink) 

 

• Join Us for the Stronger Together Sanctuary Movement Conference: 

 

We are delighted to invite you to the Stronger Together Annual Conference, an event 

dedicated this year to exploring and advancing the Sanctuary Movement. This 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.qub.ac.uk%2fpublic-engagement%2fcivic%2fsanctuary%2f&c=E,1,FT3g4PzbPERGniVdZiL2xfKdfK_U5KRYNgCLn_7O8OAcVKAeQuWBLwUu62HEbAxePxqKCp7wAuJ4PbVhrpWc0Jth--4KXN4Oc30MkuMqP6CO0iJjnBDiNMVJhIKA&typo=1
mailto:John.G2C@gemsni.org.uk
https://www.esolcourses.com/topics/ramadan.html
https://www.esolqueen.co.uk/2021/03/easter-and-ramadan-resources.html
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movement has been instrumental in pushing for more compassionate and inclusive 

policies, highlighting the importance of protecting vulnerable individuals and 

communities, and creating the best conditions for healing and thriving. 

This conference will bring together people from all sectors, including advocates, 

policymakers, and community leaders, providing opportunities to discuss best 

practices in supporting people seeking sanctuary in Northern Ireland. It will be 

guided by the movement’s core principles of Learning, Embedding, and Sharing. 

• Prominent Keynote Speakers: Gain insights from leading experts and 

practitioners in the field, including Dr. Veronica Crosbie, Chairperson of Places of 

Sanctuary Ireland, and Maggie Filipova-Rivers, Regional Coordinator and Local 

Authority Network Lead for UK Councils of Sanctuary. 

• Panel Discussion with Lived Experience Guests: Hear firsthand stories from 

individuals who have experienced the challenges and triumphs of seeking sanctuary. 

This panel will provide unique perspectives and valuable lessons on the importance 

of compassionate and inclusive policies. 

• Workshops on Various Strands of the Sanctuary Movement 

DOWNLOAD the Conference Programme (weblink) 

For more information and to register CLICK HERE. (weblink) 

 

• Don’t miss these upcoming webinars – Learning Unlimited: 

Future dates: 

Thursday, 27th February,  4.30pm – 6.30pm (GMT) 

English and Maths (weblink) 

Thursday 6th March, 4.30pm – 6.30pm (GMT) 

Literacy, ‘literacies’ and language identities (weblink) 

Thursday, 13th March, 4.30pm – 6.30pm (GMT) 

Spotlight on spelling (weblink) 

Thursday, 20th March, 4.30pm - 6.30pm (GMT) 

Teaching mixed-level English language classes (weblink) 

Tuesday 25th March, 9.30am – 11.30am (GMT) 

Missing in action: sociolinguistics for language and literacy teaching (weblink) 

Thursday, 27th March, 9.30am - 11.30am (GMT) 

Participatory photography and creative writing in the classroom (weblink) 

Tuesday 1st April, 4.30pm – 6.30pm (GMT) 

The Naked Teacher Part 2 : Working with emergent language (weblink) 

Copyright (C) 2025 Learning Unlimited Ltd. All rights reserved. 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
https://www.strongertogetherni.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-ST-Conference-Programme-FINAL.pdf
https://events.humanitix.com/stronger-together-annual-conference-on-what-is-sanctuary-in-2025
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE16SdlS4xsaBi28r
https://buy.stripe.com/14k5n84Pm1lg8ta6oI
https://buy.stripe.com/9AQbLw81y2pk8ta28t
https://buy.stripe.com/28odTEa9G3togZG4gC
https://buy.stripe.com/fZe9Dofu08NI38QeVh
https://buy.stripe.com/3cs16S1Da6FAaBi7sR
https://buy.stripe.com/14kdTE5Tq2pk24M7sI
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• ESOL articles - link to Post-16 Educator (issue 118, January - March 

2025) which may be of interest: 

http://post16educator.org.uk/ (weblink) 

Includes two ESOL-related articles: 

- John Sutter of Learning Unlimited discusses ESOL, jazz and teacher education.  

- Declan Flanagan considers GCSE maths and English and the life chances of 

newcomers to Northern Ireland.  

• Rachel Öner - Supporting ESOL learners with Maths online training 

offer: 

Supporting ESOL learners with Maths. This training will aim to give teaching staff 

much more confidence in supporting ESOL learners who are on their maths 

programmes of study. It will provide a deeper understanding of the needs of ESOL 

and explore relatively simple strategies and teaching ideas that can be put into 

immediate use. 

Buy tickets – Supporting ESOL learners with maths – Zoom (weblink) 

This practical and interactive online training event will be delivered via Zoom. Course 

participants will receive an exclusive Padlet of collated resources which includes 

maths activities designed for ESOL learners, maths vocabulary handouts and 

worksheets, videos for ESOL learners, teachers section and maths vocabulary lists 

in over 40 languages. 

A certificate of attendance issued on request.  

• NATECLA events – February /March 2025: 

As a reminder, tickets for all NATECLA webinars cost £5 to members and £30 to 

non-members. Membership to NATECLA starts from only £20 a year or is free for a 

year to students or refugees.  

All events are bookable via the new NATECLA Members' Platform  (weblink), 

which is also accessible to non-members. 

Phonics Unleashed: Navigating the Soundscapes of English 

• Title: Phonics Unleashed: Navigating the Soundscapes of English 

• Date: 27 February 2025 

• Time: 12:30- 13:45 

• Presenter: Ania Banks 

Dive into the dynamic world of adult phonics education. Explore the nuances of the 

two leading phonics approaches - Synthetic and Embedded - unveiling their distinct 

advantages and potential pitfalls. Join us for vibrant discussions, where questions 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
http://post16educator.org.uk/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/onertrainingandconsultancy/1584689
https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30653463/community.natecla.org.uk?p=eyJzIjoiaXlGZXlDYWk0eEFoeGM1ajVxRTNFS0NzSS1rIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDY1MzQ2MyxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL2NvbW11bml0eS5uYXRlY2xhLm9yZy51a1xcXC9ldmVudHNcIixcImlkXCI6XCIyYmE1ZDRmYTJmNjQ0OGVkODYxYzhlODRiZjBlOTc1ZFwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjlkYzI2OWE0NDc0YzVjNDMwMTI5N2UwNTlkZGM5Y2FiMzQ4MzNkNTBcIl19In0
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are not just welcomed but encouraged. Share your experiences, glean practical 

insights, and leave with a treasure trove of ideas to amplify your teaching toolkit. 

Seize the chance to unlock powerful teaching strategies and foster connections with 

fellow phonics and literacy educators. Your journey to impactful phonics instruction 

starts here!  

Find out more and book (weblink) 

 

Teaching ESOL online 

• Title: Teaching ESOL online 

• Date: 14 March 2025 

• Time: 16:00- 17:15 

• Presenter: Olena Kolesnyk 

You're invited to join this session to explore some digital tools, resources, and 

teaching techniques you need to design and deliver effective online ESOL lessons. 

Whether you're looking to adapt your face-to-face teaching skills to an online 

environment or enhance your current online teaching practices, this session is for 

you. We'll also discuss strategies to boost student interaction and engagement, 

using authentic materials and differentiated instruction to help students thrive in 

online learning. Don't miss this opportunity to elevate your teaching! 

Find out more and book (weblink) 

 

ESOL for Young Learners - Strategies for teaching 16–18-year-olds 

• Title: ESOL for young learners- Strategies for teaching 16–18-year-olds 

• Date: 27 March 2025 

• Time: 16:00- 17:15 

• Presenter: Jeni Prettyman 

This session will explore the specific needs and challenges experienced by young 

ESOL learners, and how such issues can manifest in the classroom. We will explore 

practical strategies to engage and motivate students in this age group, with 

reference to the evolving development of a case study 16-18 ESOL programme. 

Find out more and book (weblink) 

 

https://esolwebapp.azurewebsites.net/
https://community.natecla.org.uk/events/6762efce9de8870008553c11/description?ticket=6762efce9de8870008553c07
https://community.natecla.org.uk/events/6762edfe9de8870008553a15/description?ticket=6762edfe9de8870008553a0b
https://community.natecla.org.uk/events/67769ae79de887000868b3c1/description?ticket=67769ae79de887000868b3b7

